STUDENT DAYS-1867-73

On March i, 1870, Stevenson himself opened in the
affirmative a debate on the question, " Is the Abolition
of Capital Punishment desirable?" Like his hero, he
found no seconder; but if he ever held the opinion, it
certainly found no favour with him in after-life. The
first essay he read before the Society (March 8, 1870)
was on " The Influence of the Covenanting Persecution
on the Scotch Mind," showing how closely this part of
the national history occupied his attention. His opinion
of the literature of the day was not high; in 1870 he
moved that the revival of letters which took place early
in the century is on the wane, and two years later he
supported the view that American literature could com-
pare favourably with the contemporaneous literature of
England,

The ** Spec." was probably the first place where Steven-
son came into contact and rivalry with contemporaries
whos being his equals, were not necessarily the friends
of his own choice; and upon the members in general
he seems to have made small impression* He was
elected one of the five Presidents of the Society in 1872,
but was at the bottom of the list and had only seven
votes, whereas the first received eighteen, and the man
next above him had thirteen supporters. In 1873 he
was re-elected apparently without a contest; in his val-
edictory address, delivered in the same year, there is an
amusing picture of the members, ending with a sketch
of himself:*-** Mr. Stevenson engaged in explaining to
the other members that he is the cleverest person of his
age and weight between this and California/1

4< It is good for boys to be violent and unruly, and to
hate ill constituted authority," he wrote before he him-
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